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Introduction 

In recent years increased competition fo r scarce fisheries resou rces has led to new 
challenges for fisheries managers. An historical perspective can be of considerable value 
in the development of sustainable management strategies, especially if it provides a means 
of tapping into the experience and deep ecological knowledge of the fishers themselves. 
Unfortunately, with the exception of whaling and pearling, remarkably little has been 
written on the history of the Australian fishing industry. In recognition of the neglected 
state of fishing history, the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRD C) in 
1988 commissioned a project to record the oral history of the fishing industry. O ral history 
is an important source of information because it provides a record through the eyes of the 
people involved. 
Between November 1989 and Jun e 1990, Mr Jack Darcey, an oral historian, interviewed a 
wide cross-section of men and women involved in various aspects of the fishing industry 
throughout Australia. He travelled ove r 26,800 kilometres around Australia to record the 
interviews, often in remote locations. Mr Howard Smith who conducted 3 interviews and 
Mr Brian Tate who was involved with one, also made contributions. A total of 165 
interviews was completed, each containing valuable and sometimes colourful insights into 
the development of the industry. All of those interviewed received a copy of their 
transcript. The tapes and transcripts of all the interviews were deposited in the relevant 
state archives so that they could be preserved for posterity and made available to fishers, 
historians and others interested in the history of the fishing industry. 
In the years since the project was completed, FRDC has received many requests for the 
material to be made available in a more accessible form. In 1999 they commissioned 
Murdoch University's Teaching and Learning Centre, under my direction, to transfer the 
transcripts to CD ROM. I believe the transcripts are an important record of the history of 
one of Australia's key maritime industries and thanks to modern technology they are now 
accessible to anyone with a computer. 
I would like to thank Mr Alex Wells, Project Manager, FRDC, for his support and review of 
the project and the staff of the Teaching and Learning Centre at Murdoch University for 
their enthusiasm and skill in producing the CD ROM. 
Associate Professor Malcolm Tull 
Murdoch University 
November 1999 
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